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drink of the dirty viands that they are accustomed to, and
presented them, seeing that they were desirous of such
articles, a great quantity of pearls; like a man who docs not
much esteem them, and possesses a great abundance, much
in the way that we should give away paternosters of glass
beads. Pleased with such riches the Spaniards returned to
their ships, and the almirante, still happier, went coasting
along towards Cape la Vela. Then crossing the sea he
arrived in Ida Espanola> where he found the following
disorders,1
Eoldan Ximenes having rebelled, he vainly endeavoured
to recall him to his duty and to obedience by a letter, re-
commending that he should cease from shewing the Indians
such a bad example, since this was not the way to entice
them to adopt the holy faith.    He also held out, that the
very ample bull granted by the most holy pontiff, Alex-
ander VI, to the Catholic kings to conquer new countries,
was not with the intention that the new people should be so
ill treated, but that they should be well rewarded, so as to
attract them to the holy faith of Christ the Saviour and our
Redeemer.    Roldan refused his advice and entreaty; and
maintaining himself at the head of his party, wrote to the
king of many bad actions of Bartholomew, governor of the
island, calling him a cruel tyrant, and shewing that for the
smallest and most unimportant causes he had men hung;
and that all their leaders were  ambitious  and haughty.
Nor had he rebelled from them, but because he found them
cruel tyrants and wild beasts, desirous of shedding human
blood; and that his majesty would find out at last that the
almirante himself was an enemy to his majesty's empire, and
that he would make himself master of the islands.    Already
1 Much of the anarchy and confusion which Columbus found prevalent
at the newly-found town, St. Domingo, are traceable to the want of firm-
ness to support subordination in his brother, the adelantado; who, how-
ever, had a very difficult task. (Tram.)